
Our challenge: How do we possibly  
summarize 50 years of  creating a better world 
through music in a single culminating concert 
program on June 2nd, 2007? 

First, we bring together Chicago 
Children’s Choir alumni from the past 
ă{j ijhfijx yt otns tzw hzwwjsy xnsljwx1 
and we present these 500 voices in 
the acoustically superior Civic Opera 
House. Next, we enlist the Lyric  
Opera Orchestra and honor the past 
by presenting great works for chorus and 
full orchestra with renowned alumni 
soloists Nicole Heaston, Jonita Lattimore, 
Michael Preacely and Isaiah Robinson. 
We also honor the future as we premiere 
new works commissioned for the 
Choir’s 50th Anniversary so that we 
rf~ qjf{j tzw rfwp frtsl ymj lwjfyjxy 
of  choral repertoire for decades to come. 

Rtxy nrutwyfsyq~1 mt|j{jw1 we honor 
the present: Today the dynamic and  
jsizwnsl {nxnts tk  ktzsijw Wj{jwjsi 
Christopher Moore is continually  
fkăwrji jfhm if~ fx Hmtnw uwtlwfrx 
bring together the multiracial, 
multicultural children and youth of  this 
lwjfy hny~ yt gjyyjw zsijwxyfsi ymjrxjq{jx  
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The 50th Fssn{jwxfw~ Fqzrsn \jjpjsi1 Ozsj 6281 nx f |tsijwkzq tuutwyzsny~ yt rjjy 
|nym ymj rfs~ ujtuqj |mt mf{j xzxyfnsji fsi ufwynhnufyji ns Hmnhflt Hmnqiwjsúx Hmtnw 
t{jw nyx ăky~ ~jfw mnxytw~3 

Highlights of  the weekend include:

	 •	 Friday: f kwjj xnsl2f2qtsl htshjwy fy Hmnhflt Yjruqj1 htsizhyji g~ Snhp Uflj 
(who many might remember from the 40th fssn{jwxfw~ hjqjgwfynts1 nk  sty kwtr mnx 
tenure as a Choir conductor)

	 •	 Saturday: ymj fsszfq Xuwnsl Htshjwy fy ymj Hn{nh Tujwf Mtzxj1 kjfyzwnsl f 
glittering cast (see Message from the Artistic Director for all the exciting details) 

	 •	 Sunday: f htshjwy tk  Hmtnw kf{twnyjx1 fy ymj Wzgqtkk  Fzinytwnzr1 Fwy Nsxynyzyj tk  
Chicago, by the registered alumni and with former conductors and accompanists

Hmnhflt Hmnqiwjs,x Hmtnw |tzqi qnpj yt j}yjsi f {jw~ xujhnfq Thank You to Susan 
McMillan for all of  her help in planning and making possible the 50th Fssn{jwxfw~ 
Alumni Weekend.  This weekend will be a highlight in the Choir’s history as we will 
lfymjw fqzrsn kwtr j{jw~ ljsjwfynts tk  ymj Hmtnw3  Ymjxj fwj ymj ujtuqj |mt mf{j ywzq~ 
made the Choir what it is today!

For more information about attending the Friday sing-a-long or the Sunday concert, please contact  
Mary Rhodes at 312.849.8300 ext. 23 or mrhodes@ccchoir.org.

Founder Christopher Moore takes a rare opportunity to sing with the Choir.



and each other through musical 
excellence. In bringing together our 
alumni, Concert Choir and the rising 
stars in our Neighborhood Choirs, we 
mtuj yt ijrtsxywfyj ymfy t{jw ymjxj 
ufxy ă ky~ ~jfwx Hmnhflt Hmnqiwjsúx 
Choir has truly grown into a world class 
organization.

The centerpiece of  the program is a 
commissioned oratorio by South African 
htrutxjw U³yjw Qtznx {fs Inop3 Windy 
City Songs, for solo soprano, solo baritone, 
mixed choir, children’s choir and 
orchestra, commemorates the 40th 
Fssn{jwxfw~ tk  utjy Hfwq Xfsigzwlúx 
death with text from his Chicago Poems 
-6>6;.3 Ns mtstw tk  tzw hqtxj wjqfyntsxmnu 
with the people and music of  South 
Africa throughout the years, we will be 
otnsji g~ ymj fhhqfnrji SRRZ -Sjqxts 
Rfsijqf Rjywtutqnyfs Zsn{jwxny~. Hmtnw3

Also on the program are commissioned 
|twpx g~ Zwzlzf~fs2gtws htrutxjw Jqgnt 
Wtiw·lzj  Gfwnqfwn fsi Hmnhflt2gfxji 
musician/composer/arranger Greg 
Jasperse, and Borodin’s dramatic Polovtsian 
Dances with full orchestra.  Additionally the 
htshjwy |nqq nshqzij xtslx ymfy wjĄ jhy ymj 
xywzllqj tk  ymj Hn{nq Wnlmyx Rt{jrjsy3 

Fx f lwfsi ă sfqj1 |j |nqq uwjxjsy 
Gjwsxyjnsúx nsxunwnsl ÷Rfpj Tzw Lfwijs 
Grow” from Candide. We will begin with 
ozxy ktzw xtqt {tnhjx fsi twhmjxywf1 fii ymj 
Concert Choir, then Alumni Chorus and 
Neighborhood Choirs, building to a 
ywnzrumfsy ă snxm |nym fqq :55 mzsiwji 
singers!

This concert, 50 years in the making, is 
not to be missed!

Josephine Lee, Artistic Director 

Thank you to Latham & Watkins LLP, Comcast, 
and Susan McMillan for making the 50th 
Anniversary Spring Concert possible.

\nym ymj tujsnsl ymnx ~jfw tk  f xj{jsym htrrzsny~2gfxji fkyjw2xhmttq hmtnw ns ymj Unqxjs4Qnyyqj 
[nqqflj fwjf1 ufwynhnufynts qj{jqx ns ymj Sjnlmgtwmtti Hmtnw uwtlwfr fwj fy f wjhtwi mnlm3 Y|t tk  
the longest running Neighborhood Choirs, in Hyde Park and Lincoln Park, are each nearing one 
hundred singers.

Xjw{nsl ymj htrrzsnynjx tk  Gj{jwq~1 Lfwă jqi Ufwp1 Mzrgtqiy Ufwp1 M~ij Ufwp1 Qnshtqs Ufwp1 
Unqxjs4Qnyyqj [nqqflj1 fsi Wtljwx Ufwp1 ymj Sjnlmgtwmtti Hmtnw uwtlwfr ywzq~ wjĄ jhyx ymj in{jwxny~ 
of  the city of  Chicago.

Ymnx xuwnsl1 Sjnlmgtwmtti Hmtnwx fwj ytzwnsl Htqtwfit Xuwnslx4Ijs{jw1 Ijywtny1 Umnqfijqumnf4
\fxmnslyts I3H31 Xjfyyqj fx |jqq fx qthfqq~3 Ytzwx nshqzij zsnvzj ujwxtsfq fsi rzxnhfq j}ujwnjshjx1 
xzhm fx {nxnyx yt fs Frnxm kfwr1 f Rtyt|s rzxjzr tw f ujwktwrfshj tk  Wicked, as well as 
community performances.

not to be missed!

Auditions for the Neighborhood Choir program will be held in June and September. 
Gn2|jjpq~ wjmjfwxfqx gjlns ns rni2Xjuyjrgjw fsi htsynszj ymwtzlm ymj xhmttq ~jfw3 

Concert Choir singers will embark this summer on the Freedom Tour, honoring Chicago 
Hmnqiwjsúx Hmtnwúx gnwym ă ky~ ~jfwx flt fy ymj {jw~ mjnlmy tk  ymj Hn{nq Wnlmyx Rt{jrjsy3 Ymj 
ytzw |nqq nshqzij xytux ns Gnwrnslmfr1 Rtsyltrjw~1 Xjqrf1 Rjrumnx1 fsi Sj| Twqjfsx3

Xnsljwx |nqq rjjy ujtuqj |mt j}ujwnjshji ymj wnhm mnxytw~ tk  ymj Hn{nq Wnlmyx Rt{jrjsy 
fsi nshtruwjmjsxngqj xywzllqjx ă wxymfsi3 Ymj~ |nqq qjfws kwtr ymtxj |mt ijinhfyj ymjnw 
qn{jx yt jizhfynsl hmnqiwjs fgtzy sts2{ntqjshj1 ytqjwfshj1 fsi Hn{nq Wnlmyx xywzllqjx3 Ns yzws1 
the Choir will demonstrate to audiences the beauty of  youth from different backgrounds 
working and singing together in perfect harmony. Singers will also help rebuild homes 
ij{fxyfyji g~ Mzwwnhfsj Pfywnsf ts f xjw{nhj if~ |nym Mfgnyfy ktw Mzrfsny~3

The Freedom Tour is made possible in part by the McCormick Tribune Foundation, 
Htqzrgnf Xutwyx|jfw Htrufs~1 Zsnyji Fnwqnsjx1 fsi htsywngzyntsx kwtr Chocolate is Love.



Of{njw F{nqf1 sj| xnsljw ns InRjsxnts 
Of{njw wjhjsyq~ otnsji ymj Hmtnw kfrnq~ ns 
Ofszfw~1 755< fx f xnsljw ns InRjsxnts1 ymj 
Hmtnwúx uwtlwfr ktw ~tzsl rjs |mtxj {tnhjx 
are in the process of  changing.  Currently 
a sophomore at Archbishop Quigley 
Preparatory Seminary, he and his family 
qn{j ns ymj Qnyyqj [nqqflj sjnlmgtwmtti ts 
Chicago’s near southwest side.

Mj ăwxy mjfwi Hmnhflt Hmnqiwjsúx Hmtnw 
during a concert at St. Agnes of  Bohemia 
Church in Little Village at which all three 
qj{jqx tk  Hmtnw uwtlwfrx ujwktwrji 
together to promote the new Neighborhood 
Choir opening in the Pilsen/Little Village 
community.  

Of{njw fxunwjx yt gj f uwtkjxxntsfq gfxjgfqq 
uqf~jw gzy uwtziq~ xyfyjx ymj {fqzj tk  mnx 
Choir experience: “A choir and baseball 
yjfr mf{j f qty ns htrrts õ ozxy qnpj f hmtnw 
mfx xtuwfstx1 fqytx1 yjstwx fsi gfxxjx1 j{jw~ 
player on the team needs to tend to their own 
utxnynts ns ymj ăjqi3  Mt|j{jw1 yt it gjxy 
j{jw~tsj rzxy fqxt |twp ytljymjw fx f yjfr3ø

Mnllnsx Htrrzsny~ Fhfijr~ nx f ăsj fwyx xhmttq ts ymj kfw xtzym xnij |nym tsq~ tsj kzqq2ynrj 
fwyx yjfhmjw ts xyfkk3 Mt|j{jw1 ymwtzlm lwfsyx fsi ufwysjwxmnux1 ymj~ uwt{nij )6551555 |twym 
of  arts programming, including choral education by Chicago Children’s Choir, to its 500 
students each year.

Ijfs Snjijsymfq1 Mnllnsxú Fwyx Httwinsfytw1 hwjinyx ymjnw xzhhjxx yt ymj f{fnqfgnqny~ tk  tzyxnij 
funding, such as special grants through Chicago Public Schools. Niedenthal reports, “These 
mnlmq~ inxhnuqnsji fwy ktwrx wjvznwj wjxutsxngnqny~ kwtr jfhm pni3ø Mj fiix1 ÷ t̂z hfs kjjq ymj 
xjqk2jxyjjr ns ymj gznqinslø gjhfzxj tk  ymjxj uwtlwfrx3

Chicago Children’s Choir’s supplemental music program, incorporated into the school day 
hzwwnhzqzr1 fqqt|x Mnllnsx yt wjfhm rtwj xyzijsyx fsi tkkjw f zsnvzj rzqynhzqyzwfq uwtlwfr3 
Snjijsymfq xyfyjx1 ÷J{js ymj xyzijsyx ymfy itsúy jslflj ns f xujhnăh uwtlwfr gjsjăy kwtr 
performances for the entire school.”

Valuable programs such as these would not be possible without corporate, foundation and 
lt{jwsrjsy kzsinsl fsi nsin{nizfq htsywngzyntsx1 yt ymj Hmtnw fsi ymj xhmttqx3 

Yt ăsi tzy rtwj fgtzy tzw Ns2Xhmttq hmtwfq uwtlwfr1 uqjfxj htsyfhy Othjq~s Xrnym fy 
8673=9>3=855 j}y3 6> tw oxrnymEhhhmtnw3twl3

\j |tzqi qnpj yt ymfsp ymj ktqqt|nsl ljsjwtzx twlfsn fyntsx ktw ln{nsl gfhp yt ymj 
htrrzsny~ ymwtzlm hwjfyn{j ufwysjwxmnux |nym Hmnhflt Hmnqiwjsúx Hmtnw?

The Boeing Company1 ktw xzuutwynsl ymj Hmtnwúx ăwxy \trjsúx \twqi Rzxnh Kjxyn{fq 
kjfyzwnsl PNYPF1 fs fqq2kjrfqj jsxjrgqj ymfy xujhnfqn jx ns ywfinyntsfq fsi htsyjrutwfw~ 
Jfxyjws Jzwtujfs rzxnh3

Columbia Sportswear Company1 ktw tzyăyynsl ymj Htshjwy Hmtnw |nym Ąjjhjx izwnsl 
the winter and comfortable uniforms for the summer Freedom Tour. Columbia employees 
fsi Hmtnw xnsljwx |nqq otns ktwhjx |nym Mfgnyfy ktw Mzrfsny~ yt wjgznqi Mzwwnhfsj Pfywnsf 
ij{fxyfyji mtrjx izwnsl ymj ytzw3

McCormick Tribune Foundation1 ktw uwt{ninsl xnlsnăhfsy xzuutwy ktw ymj Kwjjitr 
Ytzw fx |jqq fx f sj| xyzint2wjhtwiji Hmtnw HI tk  |twpx wjĄjhynsl ymj xywzllqj ktw 
freedom and an accompanying curriculum guide for educational institutions.

The Parent Association of  Chicago Children's Choir, ktw wfnxnsl sjy wj{jszj tk  
fuuwt}nrfyjq~ )8:1555 ktw ymj Kwjjitr Ytzw xhmtqfwxmnu kzsi ymwtzlm ymjnw Chocolate is 
Love gjsjăy ns Rfwhm3

University of  Chicago Graduate School of  Business, for naming the Choir one of  
ymwjj wjhnunjsyx ktw ymjnw fsszfq Ln{nsl Xtrjymnsl Gfhp Hmfwny~ Fzhynts3




